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Ki in Communication:
Interrelations Surrounding Japanese

W

Mutsumi SEBATA

Abstract: What is ki? This question has troubled many scholars to
date and no one has found a final answer. This paper tackles this
longstanding question from the perspective of intercultural
communication. Issues concerning ki in Japan, especially,
expressions like ki-kubari or ki-zukai, are mainly concerned with
“attention to others”, which are certainly issues of intercultural
communication. However, almost no academic research in the
area of Intercultural Communication has dealt with issues of ki
Most of the studies on ki have been conducted in other
disciplines such as philosophy, medicine, or linguistics. Besides,
those researches are mainly concerned with the Chinese concept
of ¢h’, which in fact, is quite distant from kiin Japanese everyday-
life communication. Kiis the Japanese version of ¢A’i and
originates from ancient China, but Japanese ki differs from
Chinese ch’i (as well as Korean ki), as ¢h’i in China has changed
diachronically. This paper is based on such distinctions and
focuses on kiin Japanese everyday-life communication so as to
study ki not only on a conceptual level but also on a pragmatic
level. People live their everyday life in their everyday world, not in
a conceptual world. The paper begins with the fact that Japanese
language has thousands of words and expressions which include
ki, such as ki o tsukau, ki ga au, and so on. Such expressions in
novels and how-to books are collected and analyzed in this paper.
After the linguistic analysis, verbal and nonverbal expressions of
kiin interaction are scrutinized by analyzing videotapes. Finally,
people’s feelings concerning % are analyzed with data from

interviews. As a result, it is shown that k7 in communication has
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partly undergone a diachronic change, and implications for how
Japanese people now comprehend k7 in communication are

discussed.
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